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February 2019 

Nativityôs Life 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

Dear Parishioners, 

A wonderful NEW PARTNERSHIP OF PRAYER with 

Queen of Heaven is coming to fruition this April 28
th
.  

Queen of Heavenôs Divine Mercy Cenacle has invited us 

to host their annual Divine Mercy Sunday Holy Hour    

Service this year.  Hopefully, by sharing this beautiful 

devotion to Jesus with parishes in our 

Cluster, we can further develop active 

participation and raise awareness of our 

strong Catholic Faith. Devotion to Divine 

Mercy was initiated by the writings of the 

holy Polish nun and mystic St. Faustina 

Kowalska (1905-1938). St. Faustina 

reminds all of us that ñHumanity will 

never find peace until it turns with trust 

to the Divine Mercy of Jesus.ò  May we learn to constantly 

increase our faith and trust in God through the deeply 

moving prayer of St. Faustina: ñEternal God, in whom 

mercy is endless, and the treasury of compassion 

inexhaustible, look kindly upon us, and increase Your 

mercy in us, that in difficult moments, we might not 

despair, nor become 

despondent, but with great 

confidence, submit ourselves 

to Your holy will, which is 

Love and Mercy Itself. 

Amen.ò 

PLEASE Mark Your   

Calendars and join us on 

Divine Mercy Sunday (April 

28
th
) at 2:30PM for this new 

partnership of prayer with 

Queen of Heaven 

parishioners here in Nativity 

Church!  This Service will 

include hymns, Scripture, 

Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction, a sung recitation 

of the Divine Mercy Chaplet, and veneration 

of the Vilnius Image of Divine Mercy. A social 

and reception will immediately follow in 

Nativity Hall. 

Thank you and God Bless, 

Fr. Kawalec 

REFLECT AND RENEWAL 

In October 2018, we 

hosted a Sunday 

gathering of over 90 

parishioners to 

reflect on our rich 40

-year legacy and 

begin discussions 

on how to renew our parish in the coming years.  

Facilitated by Larry Vuillemin from Heart-to-Heart 

Communications, we divided into five commissions 

(Education, Innovation, Outreach, Participation and 

Worship) and spent time identifying things that are 

working for our parish and should continue doing.  We 

also identified some themes from each commission that 

we should consider beginning or continue enhancing 

current practices.    

After this event, we reached out to several people to 

determine if they would like to lead the commission 

moving forward.  Leadership of a commission includes: 

scheduling future meetings and helping the commission 

identify goals and objectives and specific action items to 

move each commission forward.  To date, the following 

parishioners have agreed to lead these commissions: 

* Education ï Lori Hahn - hahn28@gmail.com or 570-

789-5321 & Amy Lawless - aelawless@yahoo.com or 

330-352-5055 

* Innovation ï Lorenzo Butts - 330-310-3566 

* Outreach ï Linda Twigg - 330-644-7080 

* Participation ï Mike Rankine - 
rankinemd@gmail.com or 330-644-5196 and Mark 
Cole at 330-644-0532 

* Worship ï To be announced 

 

In March, we will meet with the leaders of the 

commissions to discuss the next steps which include 

identifying commission members (if youôre interested in 

being on a commission, reach out to the leader) and 

reviewing the process for identifying goals and objectives 

and specific action items.  The goal is to have objectives 

and specific action items identified by mid-April for a full 

commission report out in the next Newsletter.    

mailto:rankinemd@gmail.com
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Ash Wednesday occurs on March 6th.   

While the world doesnôt care about your body or your soul, the Church cares very much about both.  

The days of abstaining from meat are Ash Wednesday and every Friday during Lent; the days for fast-

ing are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.   

The Church still teaches that every Friday is a day of penance; however, each Catholic can choose his/

her own act of penance, such as a prayer, fasting, almsgiving, abstaining from some unnecessary good 

(anything that is good but not necessary like candy, TV or shopping), an act of charity, etc.   

Following are the Norms for Abstinence and Fasting that Catholics are to practice, according to the 

1983 Code of Canon Law. 

 1) Abstinence means no eating of meat, but eggs, milk products, fish and all cold-blooded animals 

may be eaten.  Fasting means that only one full meal may be taken during the day, and two light meals 

are also permitted; solid food between meals is prohibited, but liquids may be taken at any time (see 

Canon 1251 and commentary). 

 2) The law of abstinence binds those who are 14 years old until death (there is no upper age for this 

law).  However, the law of fasting binds those who are 18 years old until midnight of their 59th birthday 

(see Canon 1252 and commentary). 

Norms for  

Abstinence 

and Fasting 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Edward Parisi - March 31 at 2:30 PM in Nativity Hall 

Subject: The Crucifixion Through the Eyes of a Physician. 

Dr Edward Parisi is a Family Physician in Fairlawn.  He is married to Chris and has 6 children. His son 

James is in the college seminary for the Cleveland Diocese and his brother Mario is a monk with the 

Cleveland Benedictine Order.  He was in the first Confirmation class at Nativity and his family was one of 

the founding families of Nativity Parish. He is actively involved in the charismatic renewal in the Catholic 

Church and is a frequent speaker on topics about scripture, theology, prayer and of course, the Crucifix-

ion of Our Lord Jesus Christ through the eyes of a physician and its implications for Christôs disciples. Dr. 

Parisiôs medical experience of 28 years includes Hospice and Palliative Medicine and Family Medicine. 

Dr. Parisi is affiliated with Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center and Cleveland Clinic Akron Gen-

eral. Dr. Parisi has received the following awards. 

 
Patients' Choice Award (2008, 2009, 2016, 2017, 2018) - Patients' Choice recognition reflects the dif-
ference a particular physician has made in the lives of his/her patients. The honor is bestowed to physi-
cians who have received near perfect scores, as voted by patients. 
 
Compassionate Doctor Recognition (2015, 2017, 2018) - Compassionate Doctor certification is grant-
ed to physicians who treat their patients with the utmost kindness. The honor is granted based on a phy-
sician's overall and bedside manner scores. 

Children have lots of energy and sometimes parents feel they just need some quiet time. What do you 

do when its not time for bed or you are driving in a car?  The children need to be old enough to be able 

to suck on a piece  of candy  (like a chocolate kiss, caramel, or mint) without choking. Give each child a 

piece of candy and instruct them that this is a game. The object is to see how long they can keep the 

candy in their mouth before it is totally melted.  You can time them. Whoever has kept the candy in their 

mouth the longest wins! And the quiet during that time is heavenly!! 

Another trick I used and my son says he still canôt believe it worked so many times!  When it is nap time 

and the child does not want to take a nap (and you know they really need one!)  I would tell them they 

only needed to sleep for 20 minutes.  They thought that was reasonable. But I told them  that the twenty 

minutes started when they fell asleep! Of course, once they fell asleep the time they slept was much 

longer and I would say that they just looked so comfortable I hated to wake them up. They felt so rested, 

they did not even care!  By Donna Klettlinger.  She and her husband Larry have 4 children and 3 grandchildren. 

YOU DID 

WHAT? 
P  

F           

E  

(Share  your experi-

ences with us!

edpatcar@gmail.com) 
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2018 Nativity Cave and Museum Tours  

This has been a record year for Nativity tour guides!    

Jan - Nov.:  90 people 

Dec. 1-25: 167 people             Total for the year: 399! 

Dec. 26-30: 142 people 

The above numbers reflect the people who asked to have a guide.  There 

are numerous additional persons who came and took self-guided tours. 

For most of the December tours, persons had the option of participating in 

the Bethlehem Marketplace.  This option was chosen not only by families 

with children but also by adult-only groups.  

What a special ministry for Nativity of the Lord Jesus!  

How can you participate in this 
ministry?   
 

1. Pray that this ministry will continue in alignment with our 
Parish Mission Statement. 

2.   Become a tour guide (resources/training available) 

3. Become a marketplace shopkeeper (be in charge of a  
particular shop). 

4. Be a marketplace volunteer (extra volunteers are needed  
       when large groups schedule) 
 
TO VOLUNTEER contact tours@nativityofthelord.org  
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aŀǊŎƘ с  !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ  aŀǎǎ ŀǘ т!a ŀƴŘ тta 

aŀǊŎƘ т - !ǇǊƛƭ мм ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ±ŜǎǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ тΥол-уΥллΦ   

aŀǊŎƘ у - !ǇǊƛƭ мн  CǊƛŘŀȅǎ {ǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ тta 

!ǇǊƛƭ мп tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ wŜƎǳƭŀǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

!ǇǊƛƭ мр aƻƴŘŀȅ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ - ммΥлл!a-мнΥллbƻƻƴ 

!ǇǊƛƭ мс ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ - сΥлл-тΥллta 

!ǇǊƛƭ мт ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ - мн-мta ϧ р-сta 

!ǇǊƛƭ му ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ - мΥлл-нΥллta 

!ǇǊƛƭ му Iƻƭȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ aŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ�[ǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ  тta ǿƛǘƘ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƊŜǊ aŀǎǎ ǳƴǝƭ ммta 

!ǇǊƛƭ мф DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ  
{ǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŀǘ нΥолta ŀƴŘ [ƻǊŘ�[ǎ 
tŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ тta 

!ǇǊƛƭ нл Iƻƭȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ  .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ CƻƻŘ ŀǘ нΥолta 

!ǇǊƛƭ нл 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ±ƛƎƛƭ aŀǎǎ  уta ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ DŀǳŘŜƳǳǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ 

!ǇǊƛƭ нм 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ  aŀǎǎŜǎτ�ô�W�ï�ì��ŀƴŘ мм!a 

!ǇǊƛƭ нн aƻƴŘŀȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘτƴƻ у!a aŀǎǎ 


